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Our Soul is eſcaped as a Bird 


out of the Snare of the Fowl- 
er : the Snare is broken, 
and we are delivered. 


S TERD A being the Fifth 
WEI of November, a Day memo- 
rable for the great Love of 
Ss God to this Nation, and the 
great Hatred of the Papiſts 
| to it; it will not be impro- 
per at this time to make that the Subject 
of a Diſcourſe; becauſe, for what Reaſon 
I know not, very few of you attend 
the publick Aſſembly upon that great Fe- 
ſtival, and becauſe I think we can never 
be thankful enough to Almighty God for 
that Deliverance, nor too often expoſe 
the Cruelty and Inhumanity of the Romar 
Church, eſpecially at this time, when the 
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The Popiſh Plot a fair Caution 


Members of it here in Great Britain are 


in actual Rebellion againſt our eſtabliſbd 


Government in Church and State, encou- 
rag*d by the Unthinking, the Angry, and 
the Malicious; and not only recommend- 
ed to our Bayour and good Opinion, but 
offer'd to us as the be/? Patriots of our Li- 
berties, and the beſt Preſervers of our Pra- 
teſtaut Religion. 

We deſerve not God's Favour for the 
future, If What he has already done, has 


not the proper Effect upon us. 


Vndoubtedly the Deliverance from that 
Pow ER PlOr was one of the greateſt 
that God has ever wrought for this Church 
and Nation : Tt was a Deliverance, like 
his Name, Great, Wonderful; and will 
ſtand an eternal Inſtance of God's pecu- 
liar Care of our happy Eſtabliſmment, Ec- 
clefraſtical and Civil, and an indelible 
Brand of Infamy and Reproach to that 


inſatiable Thirſter after Proteſtant Blood, 


the CHuxck or Rome. 

I am willing to believe that there are 
none in this Aſſembly, without thoſe Im- 
preſſions, which ſo Agua a Mercy ſhould 
always make upon us; there are none ſure 
without a due Senſe of thoſe ineſtimable 
Advantages, which we, even ow, derive 
and enjoy from it. 
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The Conſideration of which will a- 
 turally engage us always to meet that 
Great eAnniverſary with Hearts ſuited to 
the Occaſion of it, ready to celebrate it 
with Hymns of Gratitude and Songs of 
Praiſe, with thoſe chearful and trium- 
phant Hallelujahs, which are due to God, 
and become a People ſo highly fa- 
voured. | 

We are to celebrate in a particular 
manner, upon this Great Day, his infinite 
Goodneſs, his omnipotent Power, his un- 
ſpeakable Wiſdom, his omniſcient Mind, 
his all-ſeeing Eye, and that vaſt Train 


of aſtoniſhing and ineffable Perfect ions, 


which make him higher than the High- 
eft, and which he employs perpetually 
in the Service and Intereſt of his Crea- 
tres... | 

When the retir'd Malecontent draws 
his Schemes of Rebellion and Treaſon, 
whether in the Covert of the Night up- 
on his Bed, or in the Day in the Secrecy 
of his Walks, God is about his Bed, and 
about his Paths; he ſees the Pit that he! is 
digging, and the Net that he is ſpreading, 
and by his Providence throws the Traytor 


headlong into the one, or cauſes bis Foot 


to be taken in the other. 
David very frequently, and with a 
Paſſion uncommon, celebrates this his 
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Univerſal Providence, and particularly in 
this Pſalm, to which we are indebted for 
our Text. 
The Learned are not ſo well acquainted 
with the original Occaſion of this Pſalm, 
as to point directly at the Deliverance, 
which he ſolemnizes in it; but by the 
Deſcription which we find given of it, it 
appears to be ſome very narrow Eſcape ; 
like that, which we zow commemorate, 
like ours, a very GREAT SALVATION. 
When we take a View of the Great- 
xeſs of the Danger that ſurrounded him, 
we ſhall be better enabled to form a 
Judgment of the Greatneſs of the Deli- 
verance, for which he here ſings his Prai- 
ſes and his Thanks to God : He repre- 
ſents himſelf aſſaulted by his Enemies on 
every ſide, who came down rolling upon 
him hke a Torrent, The Waters 2 al. 
moſt over-whelnd him, and the deep Ma- 
ters of the proud not far from going over 
his Soul, verſes 4, 5. | 
But the Rock of his Salvation broke 
thoſe inſulting Waves, and open'd his 
way with Safety, and Security; God 
remembred his Promiſe, aud did not 
fail David, he would not ſuffer him to 
be a Prey to the Teeth of his Enemies, 
but he try'd his Conſtancy, and his Faith, 
by bringing him ſo near Deſtruct ion, 
; that 
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that his eſcape, was as the eſcape of a IR . 
Bird out of the ſnare of the Fowler. 4 © 


Our Soul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the 
Snare of the Fowler, the Snare is 
broken, and we are deliver'd. 


From which Words, without any un- 
natural Force or Strain upon them, we 
may draw. this Obſervation, 


That God ſometimes delights to fave 
his Church or People, when their 
Hopes are leaſt, and their Dangers 
greateſt, when the approaches of 
Deſtruction are ſo near, that their 
eſcape is as the eſcape of a Bird, out 
of the ſnare of the Fowler, that 
is, when the Danger is moſt immi- 
nent, and Deliverance moſt accept- 
able, when their Hopes of eſca- 
ping are as little, as the hopes of 

à Bird entangled in a Net. 


I would be admitted to make good 
| this . Obſervation, from ſome Inſtances, 
which I find in Holy Writ; and from 
others, which I find recorded in the 
Annals of our own Nation ; when this 
is done, I will endeavour at ſome pro- 
per Application, and then bring the 
whole to a full ſtop. > Bis 
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I/. From ſome Inſtances, which 1 
find in Holy Mrit. 


God by a mighty Hand, and an out- 


ſtrechd Arm, had reſcued his People 


from the Hands of the Egyptian King, 


and had brought them onwards to the 


Promi Land, but he was pleas'd in 
their Paſſage to prove them, to mike Tri- 
al of their Affiance, and their Faith in 
him, and to ſhew the greatneſs of his 


orden Power, by leading them into Dan- 
gers, which they could not in any hu- 


man Probability hope to ſurmount, fu- 


rious, and innumerable Enemies purſu- 


ed them, and the Red Sea intercepted 
theirflight; where then could they go 
for Refuge? To the Sea? They could 
not hope for Mercy from the. Waves. 
Should they throw themſelves at the Feet 
of Pharaoh's Hoſt? Theſe they knew expe- 
rimentally had no Mercy. 

Theſe Extremities made work for Om- 
nipotence, nothing leſs than an Almigh. 
ty Hand could lead them out of the Szare 
into which they were fallen; the Sea there- 
fore is commanded to /tand on an heap on 
each fide, and give them a dry Paſſage 
through the Deep, and when the Hard- 
ened Hoſt of Egypt continued their Pu 
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ſuit the ſame way, it prov'd to them the 
way to Deſtruction and Death. David's 
Metaphor in this Pſalm. was literally true 
of them, The Waters overwhelmed them, 
and the Stream went over their Souls, ver. 


Into the ſame ſurprizing Streights, and 
Circumſtances ſeeming deſperate, God 
was pleas'd to bring Judah, and Jehoſa- 
phat their King. 

The Children of Ammon, Moab, and 
Moant-Seir, unprovoked, and unexpected, 
invaded his Country, and ſtood in Battel 
againſt him, unprovided, without the 
common Neceſſaries of War, and De- 
fence, Bellum prius geri, quam parari; he 
found the War actually begun, before he 
heard of any Preparations for it. 
In the midſt of a Confuſion, common to 
ſuch ſudden Diſtreſſes, the only Giver of 
Victory, commanded them into the Wil- 
derneſs of Tekoa, not to fight, but ſpoil 
their Enemies; not to ſlay, but to ſee them 

ain. For the Battel was not theirs, but 
the Lord's, they ok d unto the Multitude, 
and behold they were all dead, and none 
eſcap'd,, 2 Chron. 20. 24. The certain 
Fate of thoſe that fight againſt Gd. 

Theſe are two of the moſt eminent In- 
ſtances in Holy Writ, of God's delighting 
to ſave his Church or People, when they 
obs are 
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are reduced to a Condition in all human 
Appearance ſomething deſperate. _ 
There is another not Je/s remarkable 
in our own Story, the Circumſtances as 
ſurprizing, the Deliverance as great, and 
unexpected ; ſo Great, that it has made 
the Fifth of November diftinguiſh'd above 


all Days, and has given it a Name that 


will not be forgot, till the laſt Trumpet 
wakes the World to Judgment, 

God ſuffter'd the barbarous, and moſt 
inhuman Deſign to be concerted, and car- 
ried on with Secrecy beyond the reach of 
the moſt prying Suſpicion, the Methods 
agreed on were juſt and appoſite, the 
Contrivers induſtrious, - cunning, malici- 
ous ; the Agents true, and fteady to their 
Villany, and all the Inſtruments of Death 
plac'd to the beſt Advantage; there want- 


ed nothing but the ſmalleſt Spark of Fire, 


to have given Death to the Royal Fami- 


ly, and Ruin to the whole Nation. 50 


great a Matter would @ little Fire have 

It was the moſt extended piece of Vil- 
war that any Hiſtory furniſhes with, 
and nothing but the barbarous Heart of a 
Papiſt, the blood thirſty Soul of a Jeſuit, © 
could have entertain'd a Notion, or an 
Idea of it. 


The 
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The King was not to periſh aloue, but 
the Slaughter was to reach his Royal I, 
ſue too; nor was this enough, the great. 
eſt Part of our Nobility, and the beſt of 
our Gentry were to be Sharers in this 
ſudden Deſtruction; if I may uſe the Ex- 
preſſion, the whole Kingdom was to die a 


ſudden Death, for if the Head had been 


deſtroy'd, the Body would in Conſequence 
have ſympathiz'd, and been cruſh'd un- 
der thoſe Ruins. 

But bleſſed be God, who did not give 
them over as a Prey unto their Teeth; that 
he ſuffer'd them to eſcape, though as 4 
Bird out of the ſnare of the Fowler. They 
were in the greateſt Danger, and did not 
in the leaſt ſuſpect it; upon the brink of 
ſare Deſtruction, and apprehenſive of no 
Jeopardy. | 

Who then could fave, but He who is 


Omnipotent? What Eye could guide to 


the diſcovery, but that, which is All. ſee- 
ing? Who could ſhew the Secret but He, 
to whom all things are naked, and open? 
Who could reveal the Tranſactions of 
Night, and Darkneſs, but He, to whom 


the Darkneſs ts #0 Darkneſs at all, to whon | 


the Night ts clear as the Day? . 


In this, the Lord evidently appear'd o 


our ſide, he apparently took this Proteſtant 
People, into his * 9 
B58 | A --- | Cc 
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he would not ſuffer a Nation that had 


heartily embrac*d the Precepts and Inſti- 
tutions of his Son, that preach'd his Do- 
Arine with Sincerity, - and Purity, that 
worſhipp'd him with Decency, and good 
Order, and adminiſter'd his Sacraments 
rightly ; he would not ſuffer, I fay, ſuch a 
Nation, to be born down, and. trampled 
on by Men not half ſo Pure, ſcandalous 
in Principles, and debauch'd in Practice. 
Men that corrupted his DoQrines, new 
modell'd his Inſtitutions, diſobey'd his 
Ordinances, and adminiſter'd his Sacra- 
ments by halves; Men that ſcorn'd the 
good old Way, and would not walk in 
the Paths that Chriſt had ſet before 
them. Fe 92-2: | 

From the Secret Plots, and Machina- 
tions, from the open and bare-fac'd At- 
tempts of theſe Men, God has often ſhew*d 
himſelf our Protector and Defender, and 


not once, but a ſecond Time very emi- 


nently on our Fifth of November ; This 
is the Day, one would think, that God 
had choſen to ſignalize his diſpleaſure to 
the Papiſts, and his Love to us. | 
Lou have all ſtill in your remembrance, 


the melancholy Condition of this Church 


and State towards the cloſe of the Laſt 
Century, when Popery began to ereCt its 
Head a- new, and Domineer over Liberty, 
2 and 
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and Law, though but in the iafancy of 
Power. You will recollet how an Ar- 
my of Papiſts kept this noble City in Cap- 
tivity, when the Sword of Jaſtice was 
held in the Hands of Soldiers, and the 
Bar receiv*d Inſtructions from the Camp; 
you cannot forget the Diſtreſſes of {% 
Church, her Doctrines diſputed, her Bi- 
ſhops impriſoned, her Schools of Learn- 
ing invaded, particularly that renowned 
Seat of Learning, Magdalen College a- 
mong the Oxonians; the Members of 
which, by the noble ſtand they made at 
that Time, by their bold Oppoſition to 
Popery, gain'd all that Glory, and good 
Eſteem, which their Iadolencè or Neutra 
lity, call it Indifference, at this Time has 
juſtly forfeited, and taken from them: 
When God ſaw us in this miſerable Con- 
dition, he again ſtretch'd forth his Hand 
to ſet us free. 8 | 
The Prince, whom he was pleas'd to 
ſet foremoſt among the Inſtruments, 
which he had choſen in order to it, at- 
tempted to give the Furth, the Day of 
his Birth, the Honour of his firſt Advan- 
ces; but God in his Wiſdom thought fit 
to put it off to the Ff#þ; as if he look'd. 
upon us not mindful enough of his former 
Favour on that Day, and was therefore 
reſolv'd by this ac Deliverance to revive 
NR the 
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the Remembrance of the other, and to 
make our Fifth of November ſo Emphati- 
_ cally memorable, that the Impreſſion 
ſhould be deep, and laſting to the End of 
Time. | 
This Deliverance was wrought for us 
by ſuch a ſurprizing Train of unexpected 
Accidents, ſo viſibly by the Interpoſit ion 
of the Divine Hand, that no Human Un- 
derſtanding can fairly account for it. The 
Heart of a mighty Hoſt, terrible with 
Banners, in a moment became turn'd as 
the Heart of one Man; the King himſelf 
became a voluntary Fugitive, leaving his 
Throne Empty, Vacant, eAbdicated ; and 
the People, call'd by the Laws of Nature, 
of our Land, and of eAbſolxte Neceſſity, 
ſupply'd the Vacaucy, recover'd a — 2 
ing Conſtitution, repair'd a ſhatter'd 
Church, and became _ happy Par- 
takers of that Liberty and Freedom, which 
the Nations round us envy'd and re- 
Ä - - OR OY AY 
Upon the whole then, can we have 
nobler Subjects of Thanks and Praiſe, 
than theſe before us? Is there a more 
agreeable, or a more becoming Task, than 
to join in grateful Returns of Acknow- 
ledgments and Praiſe for theſe mighty In- 
ſtances of God's paternal Care, and moſt 
affect ionate Concern, for us his i 2 
Me What 
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What Recompence can we make our | 
Great Deliverer for ſuch Invaluable 
Bleſſings ? for ſuch a viſible Regard to 
our Happy Conſtitution, to our E/tabliſhd | 
Religion, to all thoſe Methods by which | | 
our Fathers wrought our Liberty and left 
us Free? 1 

All that God requires of us, is, that = 
we perſevere in publick as well as private | 
Evidences of our Gratitude, our unfeign- 
ed Senſe of our Obligations to him. | 
And not only this, but alſo that we en- | 

joy thoſe Bleſſings, which he is pleas'd te 

reach out to us, with Diſcretion ; and 

that we employ them to a right End, that 
| all the Deſigns of God's diſpenſing them 
amongſt us may be anſwer'd, may be 

ſucceſsful. _ » ly 

Tf he deliver from Danger, as a Bird 
out of the Snare of the Fowler, he would 
teach us what Demeanour is moſt becom- = 
ing under any Diſtreſs, whether zational 1 
or perſonal. We are not to rely upon our 
own Strength and Ability, or to put our 
Truſt in the Might of our own Arm : This 
is laying our Hand on a broken Reed, it | 
is placing our Confidence in that, which | 
is known to fail upon every Trial. ; 1 
| But it is our Duty to my our Eyes un. 1 
38 to the Hills, from whence only cometh Sal. \| 
vation. We are to throw our ſelves = --"= 
Oba, 1 
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God, who alone knoweth when, and how 
to deliver; who has told us, that he re- 
gardeth the Children of Men, that he io 
our Shield, our ſtrong Hold, and the Rock 
of our Salvation. T 

Thais Conſideration is a ſure Guard a- 
gainſt all Repining and Murmur, all un- 
becoming Impatience, and Diſſatisfaction 
of Mind, under the leſs agreeable Diſpen- 
ſations of God's Providence; it ſhould 
make us Strangers to that Cenſure and 
unhandſome Reflection upon God's Pro- 
cedure, which a Temper haſty and impor- 
tunate is too apt to hurry us into; it 
ſhould above all be an impregnable Bar- 
rier againſt ſad Deſpondency, and wretch- 
ed Deſperation, in the worſt of Times. 

You have ſeen that God ſometimes ſuf- 
fers his Church or People to come fo near 
Deſtruction, that there is not Room for a 
Retreat, or for Safety ; yet ſtill in his own 
good time, he interpoſes with his All- 
mighty Power, he ſtays to prove us, as 
he did his own People; but rather than 


His Heritage ſhould be brought to Confuſion, 


the Sea ſhall become an High-way. Tho? 
he ſuffer the Enemies of his Church for a 


While to rage furiouſly and ſucceſsfully, 


he will ſhew them at laſt, that they ima- 
gined a vain thing, Tho? he ſuffers the 


Cunning of eAc/itophel to proſper for a 
3 Seaſon, 
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Seaſon, tho? he permit Men of deſperate 
Fortunes to embroil a Kingdom, and to 
hurry an. ignorant unthinking eAb/alom 
into open Rebellion ; yet in a moment he 
catches eAchitophel in the crafty Wileneſs 
that he has imagin'd : The next Oak exe- 
cutes his Vengeance on eAbſalom, and 
what they both thought would be for their 
good, he makes unto them an Occaſion of 
falling. | 

This Conſideration, that God delights 
to ſhew Mercy to his Church in the great- 
eſt Exigencies, ſhould bring Refreſhment 
to us even at this time, when we ſee our 
ſelves ſo ſcandalouſly mouldred into Par- 
ties, and crumbled into Diviſions, ſacri- 
ficing daily the common Good; making 
* publicꝶ Peace a Prey to private Reſent- 
ment, or perſonal Hate; when we ſee a 
great Part of the Nation aCtually under 
the Witchcraft of Rebellion, Pila minantia 
pils; Members of a Proteſtant Church 
fighting with Fellow Members, at the Call 
of a Papiſt, whoſe Followers, upon the 
firſt Succeſs, in complement to him, will 
triumph over our Eſtabliſhment, and ſay 
to the CHuxch or ENGLAND, as the 
Children of Edom did to Jeruſalem, Down 
with it, down with it, even to the 
Ground. | 
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Though we fee our felves, I fay, in 
this unhappy Poſture, and melancholy 
Circumſtances ; yet let us humbly hope, 
from the Experience of God's former Fa- 
vours, that he has ſtill Bleſſings in ſtore 
for us ; that our Sins, great and daring as 
they are, have not provok'd him to with- 
draw himſelf entirely from us. 

Let no unhandſome Fears take hold on 
us, no undue Apprehenſions break in up- 
on our Truſt and Affiance in Almighty 
God: He who has delivered us before 
from the Paw of the Lion, and the Paw of 
the Bear, will deliver us alſo out of the 
Hands of theſe Philiſtines. 

While wee are praiſing God for deliver- 

ing the Ages before us from Tyrants and 

Papifts, it will not become us to think 
that he will give up hi to the Revenge 

and Fury of eApoſtate "Proteſtants ; and 

therefore let our Hearts be fill'd with Cou- 
rage, and our Minds be eaſy. Let us 

from the comfortable Pledges of God's 

Love already receiv'd, form our ſelves in- 

to this firm Aſſurance, that God in his due 

Time will ſtill the raging of theſe troubled 
Seas, that he will ſet Bounds to their 
Swellings, and ſay, Thus far ſhall ye go, 

and 10 farther. Let us be confident, that 
he will defend his Church by preſerving 

Him, our Lawful Sovereign, GEORGE, 

M who 
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who is the Great Defender of it here on 


Earth. Let no Man doubt, but that he 
will counſel theſe his Counſellors, and 
teach his Senators Wiſdom ; that he will 
inſpire them with the propereſt Methods 
of removing Prejudices, filencing Gain- 
ſayers, and uniting the Affections of all 
Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt us. 
Have thoſe Men in derifion therefore, 
that would inſinuate their Fears, and 
bring you to defpond ; be deaf as Adders 
to the jealous Whiſpers of the Diſaffected, 
to the Murmurs of the Factious, and the 
loudeſt Cries of the Seditious and Rebel- 
lious. Let the Heart of every true Prote- 
ſtant leap within him, let it exult and 
triumph 1m full confidence in God and the 
Ming, in the Wiſdom, Ability, in the true 
Love of their native Country, ſo viſible in 
thoſe Honourable Men, who ſtand near- 
eſt to the King's Perſon, and have the 
Conduct of publick Affairs. 5 
There is another Uſe which we are to 
make from the Conſideration of God's de- 
lighting ſomet imes to ſave his Church, or 
People, when they are brought to ex- 
tream Danger: And that is, 5 
Always to be careful not to run our 
ſelves wilfully into the ſame Dangers, 
which we have been delivered from. In 


order to this, we are to take heed of thoſe 
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Principles, and of thoſe Men, to whom 
our Dangers are generally owing. We 
are to be equally careful of the Ways and 
Methods by which Extremities have been 
brought upon us, not to ſuffer our ſelves 
to be lull'd aſleep by the inſinuating Opi- 
ates, Which are generally given, that their 
Tares may more eafily be ſown, and 
Danger brought upon us, when we leaſt 
think of it. | 1 

Though God has ſometimes deliver'd, 


” 


he has no where promis'd that he will 


always do it, eſpecially when by a ſtupid 


' Indifference, by a dull Neutrality, or a cow- 


ardly Defence, we ſuffer our ſelves to fall 
again into the ſame Streights. Undoubted- 
ly we are oblig'd to co-operate with God's 
Providence, to doour Parts towards keeping 
our ſelves ſafe, whenhe has been pleas'd to 
make us ſo. We know now their Arts, 
and ſee their Confederates ; their Nets are 
laid now in the fight of the Bird, and if 
we willizgly entangle our ſelves in them, 


we have no Reaſon to believe that we 


ſhall eſcape, but rather be taken, as a 


Bird in the Snare of the Fowler. 


You will all eaſily apprehend what I 
mean by this. It is with the utmoſt Re- 
gret that J am brought to ſpeak in this 
manner to you. I know not whether I 
am more Aſham'd or Griev'd, that I uſt, 


In 


af > 
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in an Aſſembly of Church of England Pro- 
te/tants, dehort them from Popery, and 
Men Popiſhly inclin'd, who have always 
attempted their Ruin, upon every Poſſeſſi- 
on of Power, and very often when they 
had not the leaſt Share of it. 

_ Methinks:the very Meution of the Fifth 


of November ſhould ſuperceed all that can 


be ſaid upon that Head. Is it not a Re- 
proach, that you want to be exhorted, 
to be animated, to ſtand in Battle Array 
againſt the rebellious Members of a Church, 
which juſtifies | ſach accurſed Practices, 
which promiſes Salvation for ſuc/h Barba- 
rities, ſuch Maſſacres and Slaughters, as 
would ſtartle the wildeſt Arab, and ſhock 
the moſt cruel Beaſt of Prey, that Africk 
ever brought fort? 

Where will our Diviſions end? To 
what Lengths will Party Teal carry us? 
We have loſt, not only the Senſe of Iute- 
reſt, but I am afraid, the Notions of Re- 
ligion too. The Articles of our Creed 
cannot bind us, nor the moſt ſolemn Ob- 
ligations keep us right. How many ſhut 
their Eyes, and follow Leaders blinded 
by Paſſion or Ambition ; and muſt inevi- 
tably fall with them into Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. e 

Had our Fathers in the other World any 
Knowledge of what we are doing if this, 

DIY were 


« 
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were they ſenſible how favourable and 
gracious our Thoughts of Popery at pre- 
{ent are, and how weak the Oppoſition, 
which by many is made to it, (Give me 
leave to uſe the Expreſſion, J hope it is 
not too high) #hey would even ſend from 
the Dead, left we come into that Place of 
Torment, the Cyurcy or Rome. 

Could the Saints above look down upon 
us, it would imbitter their Happineſs, to 
ſee all their Labours loft, all their Reaſon- 
ings and Diſputes with Papiſts, fo efficaci- 
ous formerly, ow without due Effect, 
without Force or Prevalence at all. 

Think of the noble Stand that was 
made to it by CHiLLINGWORTH, 8II- 
LINGFLEET, and SHERLOCK ; think how 
their Pains and Care endear'd them to the 
Age before us; what glorious Effects 
were wrought by them, what juſt, what 
well founded Averfion to Popery, what 
Deteſtation of it aroſe from them; and 
then think with Shame, and Confuſion of 
Face, how degenerous they are, how un- 
worthy Sons of ſuch Fathers, who call in 


Papiſts to aſſiſt in their private Reſent- 


ments, who join with them to carry on 


particular Deſigns, either of Intereſt or 


Revenge; nay, who Rebel with them a- 
gainſt a Proteſtant Prince, and vainly hope 
that they will ſecureour Proteſtant * 

ie 
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n_—_—_— 


againſt 4 Popi 7 Ro 7 ng 


The Plot, which I have made at this 
time the Subject of your Meditation and 
Praiſe, tells us ſufficiently, what Spirit 
they are of, and what we are to expect. 


They come to us, as the perfeQ reverſe of 


the Goſpel, not to ſave Mens lives, but 
to deſiroy them, they call for Fire, and 


though adminiſter'd from Hell, with Blaſ- 


phemy enough, they tell #s, it is an Holy 
Flame from above; if you have no Im- 
preſſions from the Hiſtory of their for- 
mer Behaviour to Engliſh Proteſtants, 


if you refuſe to learn the Leſſon which it 


reaches out, and draw the neceſſary Con- 
fequences, which flow from it; in a 
Word, if after all they have ſaid, and 
done againſt you, if after all you have 
heard, and ſeen, you will yet again truſt 
them with Power, your Ruin will be 

as unpitied, as It is inevitable. x 
King James the Firſt, was a Prote- 
ſtant, and the Papiſts ſufficiently quell'd, 
and laid low in Subjection, and yet they 
attempted this barbarous, inhuman Mur- 
der, which has given ſuch a particular 
Mark to our Fifth of November; King 
Tames the Secoud, was a Papiſt, and the 
Fellow Members of his Church, lower 
and more feeble far than in the Days of 
his Grandfather, yet when they ſaw a 
Prince upon the Throne of their o Re- 
| ligion, 
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gien, even thoſe few lifted up their 
' ... Heads,”and by Degrees became formida- 
Ble, more, and more fo; till the Prayers, 


- 
- 


and Tears of the Church prevail'd upon 
God, by the Hands of a Prizce of Immor- 
tal Fame, to drive them out of the Land, 
and to reſtore us as before. 
Learn we not from hence, Brethren, 
what our Fate will be, if Succeſs ſhould 
- crown the preſent Rebellion? If Power 
ſhould be ever lodg'd in the Hands of Pa- 
fiſts? Are we not taught alſo by this, to 
join Hand in Hand, not only againſt them, 
butagainſt all their Abettors, High, and 
Low, Private, and Publick; for can any 


Man believe, Who fairly and rationally con- 


ſiders and compares T ings, that we ſhall 
have a Treatment at all diferert, from 
what our Fathers before have found from 
them? If any Difference there is, it will 
ſhew it ſelf, in greater Degrees of Crue]- 
ty, than perhaps they acted in Times 
paſt; 'becauſe now Revenge, and Hate, 
will come in Company with their fiery, 


religious Zeal, and drive it to the utmoſt 


Extremity ; Root, and Branch, will be 
the Motto of their Standards, and Ex- 
, Ftirpation of our Church, the fatal Con- 


ſequence of their Triumph, and Suc- 
N 1 | 1 
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I adjure you therefore, in the Name of 
the High God, in the Preſence of God, 
and by the Authority of God, That you 
conſider and know the Things that make for 

Peace, and Safety, before they are hidden 

from your Eyes., It is yet in your Power to 

be fafe if you will, you may be free Pro- 
teſtants or enſlav'd Papiſts, the Election 

is before you, and you may ſecure it zow, 

and ever, hereafter ; this is to be done, as 

T have hinted often to you, by Unanimi- 

ty, and common Friendſhip. Let the 

publick Good triumph over private Party, 

and the common Enemy be beaten from Wy 
our Walls without, before we fight, and Y 
quarrel among our ſelves within; the 
contrary Conduct is actually plotring 
with the Papiſts againſt our felves, which 
is ſomething extraordinary from a Peo- 
ple, who pretend ſo folemnly to thank 
God for his providential Diſcoveries of 
their Deſigns and Machinations againſt 
us. ; 

Great certainly have been the Bleſſings 

of God to this Land, and greater ſtill we 

may . promiſe our ſelves they will be, if 1 
we our ſelves by an abominable Behavi- 
our do not ſtop the flowings of his Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs; there is a Behaviour 
which will certainly continue them to 
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us, keep us under his Protection, and . 
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